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Cinco De Mayo with a 
Twist* 
When we meet on the 5th, we won’t be sipping 

margaritas or tossing sombreros on the ground, but 
we will be celebrating.  The month of May marks 
two major events of interest to fans of the Boys. 
First is the 80th anniversary of the release of Fra 
Diavolo.  We haven’t seen this film in our Tent 
since 2006, so come and watch Stanlio and Ollio 
and some of their most memorable bits.  Our 
second big anniversary note is the release of Hal 
Roach’s first talkie, Hurdy Gurdy.  The cast stars 
Max Davidson, Thelma Todd, Edgar Kennedy and 
Eddie Dunn, but you will probably recognize many 
other faces in this short, which has never before 
screened by our tent.  

   Movies will start promptly at 3:00 p.m. with 
everyone invited out for a meal after the screenings.  
Cost is $5 per family to cover cleaning costs (meal 
extra). If you bring a snack to share, just remember to 
take your leftovers with you. RSVP by contacting Lou 
(lsabini@optonline.net), Carol & Steve 
(c.rugh@sbcglobal.net) or George 
(gpappas@pace.edu) 
DIRECTIONS TO 
THE SABINIS:  
Merritt Parkway to 
exit 35, High Ridge 
Rd. At bottom of 
ramp turn right.  At 
7

th
 light (approx. 1.3 

mile) turn right onto 
Ridge Park Ave 
(church on corner).  
Bear right onto 
Wood Ridge Drive.  
#151 is on the 
corner of Wood 
Ridge and Rosano.  

 
*NOTE:  Not a 
twist of lime 

 
 
 
 
 

  

 

 
THE DEVIL’S BROTHER  (1933) MGM/Roach. 

Produced and Directed by Hal Roach. Assistant 
Director: Charles Rogers. Photographed by Art Lloyd 
and Hap Depew. Edited by Bert Jordan and William 
Terhune. Based on the 1830 comic opera “Fra Diavolo” 
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by Daniel Francois Auber.  Screenplay by Jeanie 
MacPherson.  Sound by James Greene. Music by 
Auber. Musical Direction by LeRoy Shield. British Title: 
Fra Diavolo. Reissued as “Bogus Bandits” and “The 

Virtuous Tramps”. 90 min. 
Cast: Stan Laurel (Stanlio), Oliver Hardy (Ollio), Dennis 
King (Fra Diavolo), Thelma Todd (Lady Pamela 
Rocberg), James Finlayson (Lord Rocberg), Henry 
Armetta (Matteo), Lane Chandler (Lieutenant), Arthur 
Pierson (Lorenzo), Lucille Browne (Zerlina), Wilfred 
Lucas (Alessandro), James C. Morton (Old 
Woodchopper), Matt McHugh (Francesco), Nina 
Quartaro (Rita), George Miller (Village Minister), Stanley 
J. Sandford (Tremulous Woodchopper), Jack Hill, Dick 
Gilbert, Arthur Stone (Brigands), John Qualen (Man 
Who Owns Bull), Edith Fellows and Jackie Taylor 
(Village Children), Rolfe Sedan, Kay Deslys, Leo White, 
Lillian Moore, Walter Shumway, Louise Carver (Tavern 
Patrons), Harry Bernard (Bandit), Nat Clifford (Waiter). 

     By 1929, it was apparent to producer Hal Roach 
that his new comedy team of Laurel and Hardy had 
become an instant hit. Making their way from silent 
short subjects through the transition of talking 
pictures with ease, their popularity knew no 
bounds. As a matter of fact, theatre owners were 
now heralding their two-reelers on the marquee 
over the featured picture! With audiences wanting 
more of the simple antics of the fat one and the thin 
one, Roach’s distributor, MGM, decided to cash in 
on their names by giving them an eight minute 
sequence in their all-star, all talking, all singing, all 
dancing extravaganza, The Hollywood Review of 
1929.  

     The following year, MGM decided to “borrow” 
the boys again for comic support in the all 
Technicolor production of The Rogue Song.  
Metropolitan Opera star, Lawrence Tibbett was 
cast in the lead as the roguishly charming bandit, 
Yegor, whose two inept accomplices, Ali-Bek 
(Hardy) and Murza-Bek (Laurel), provide the 

laughs for this lavish operetta. With its assured 
success, it became evident to Hal Roach that his 
winning comedy team was destined to star in 
feature-length productions. So, in 1931, the first 
starring Laurel and Hardy feature, entitled Pardon 
Us was released in August, followed by Pack Up 
Your Troubles the following year. 
     For their third feature length production, Roach 
decided to 
cash in on the 
success of 
their former hit 
The Rogue 
Song by 
casting them in 
yet another 
operetta. This 
time, Hal 
Roach himself 
was slated to 
direct, with gag 
man Charley 
Rogers, who 
was also one 
of Stan 
Laurel’s best 
friends and 
confidantes, to 
co-direct the Laurel and Hardy related scenes. Fra 
Diavolo, based on the 1830 comic opera by Daniel 
Francois Auber, was re-christened THE DEVIL’S 
BROTHER, at the behest of MGM studio head, 
Louis B Mayer. According to Hal Roach, Mayer 
asked him, “What the hell kind of title is ‘Fra 
Diavolo’? What does it mean?”  To which Roach 
replied, THE DEVIL’S BROTHER. With that, 
Mayer retorted, “Then, that’s what we’ll call it! 
Nobody has ever even heard of the operetta, 
anyway!” Having no choice, Roach acquiesced 
begrudgingly, but slyly placed the notation “from 
the comic opera, FRA DIAVOLO” immediately 
under the title. 
     When the film was released on May 5th, 1933, it 
generally received good to excellent reviews, 
breaking all previous box office records for the little 
studio in Culver City. The cast featured Laurel and 
Hardy’s regular nemesis, walrus-mustached  
James Finlayson as the pompous Lord Rocberg 
and beautiful Thelma Todd, as his wife Lady 
Pamela. But the icing on the cake was 
Shakespearean actor, Dennis King, marvelously 
portraying Diavolo, who masquerades as the 
Marquis de San Marco, “in order to mingle with the 
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rich nobility and locate their wealth.” Also cast in 
the proceedings is Italian dialect comedian, Henry 
Armetta, playing a perplexed innkeeper, who keeps 
witnessing two childish hand games that Stan is 
showing his partner. These two examples of 
physical dexterity called “finger wiggle” and 
“kneesie, earsie, nosie” provide two of the funniest 
sequences in the film, especially when Armetta 
attempts to master them himself! 
     There are many other excellent moments to 
behold in THE DEVIL’S BROTHER, which is why 
this ranks as one of the team’s best pictures, as 
well as being one of Stan Laurel’s personal 
favorites.   

 

Busy 
Bodies 
Several interesting 

sightings this month 

 Barry “Stan” Stoltze of 
Atlanta, Georgia, 
spotted a reference to 
L&H in a book 
review"...because her definition of marriage 
movies as a genre is broad and sometimes 
contradictory, I was sometimes a bit confused. 
For example, she cites Laurel and Hardy as a 
quintessential married couple because . . . uh, 
why again? 'They bicker, they disagree, they 
snipe, they challenge and they yell, but if any 
outside threat arrives in their world, they instantly 
pull together. In their hearts they each know 
they’ve found the perfect other.' Maybe 
Basinger’s next book should be on the 
bromance." 

  Thanks 
to Don 
Costello 
who 
shared 
a photo 
from his 
2011 
Irish 
travels.  

 I also 
spotted a couple of literary references to L&H in 
a most unusual place.  In the book, Reading 

Lolita in Tehran, one of the professors is kicked 
out of Tehran University in the early days of the 
Ayatollah Khomeini’s rule.  The professor is a fan 
of the Boys and entertains people with bootleg 
copies of their films.  The professor, who is later 
referred to as the Magician, says “he felt one 
single film by Laurel and Hardy was worth more 
than all their revolutionary tracts.”  

 
Here’s a review of a new play that surfaced in The 
Grimsby Telegraph.  Grimsby is a British port about 155 
miles from London in North Lincolnshire, so I’m not sure 
how many of you can make it to this production. 

Prepare for a 
Moving Production! 
If you like Laurel and Hardy, then visit Louth's 

Riverhead Theatre to watch a new and quirky 
comedy based in a warehouse. 

  Boxed In is a clown theatre show featuring two 
people who are comic and moving – and you too 
will be moved if you take in the Louth Playgoers 
show on Wednesday, May 1. 

Brought to you by Shifting Sands, the show 
involves a warehouse, two workers, boxes and lots 
more boxes! 
   And, it goes a 
little like this... 
   Ralph works in 
the warehouse. 
He loves his job. 
He prides 
himself on it. 
Before he retires 
he wants to 
pass on all he 
knows to the 
"new boy". But 
he's in for a 
shock. The "new 
boy" turns out to be Kate – a young woman with a 
degree in International Distribution Logistics. 
   Ambitious, she has her sights set far higher than 
his and knows she is going places. His traditional 
ways clash with her cutting-edge methodology and 
they cannot see eye to eye on anything. His 
niggling attention to detail and her put-downs and 
know-it-all attitude, explode into compelling 
comedy. 
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   Like Laurel and Hardy they play tricks and 
struggle to outdo one another. Packed lunches, tea 
breaks, the Royal family, changing lockers, 
motivational jargon, paper clips, toilet rolls, 
hobbies, holidays – they argue about absolutely 
everything and the warehouse becomes a 
battleground. 
   Shifting Sands deftly turns the humdrum into the 
hilarious, creating an intensely funny show that will 
have the audience rocking in their seats. Yet this is 
not just light comedy – Ralph and Kate walk the 
tightrope between the comic and the tragic, giving 
the show a strong emotional punch.  Their 
destination is a finale where Ralph discovers The 
Philosophy of Boxes! 
   This show is suitable for the whole family and 
begins at 7.30pm.  Tickets cost £10, to book call 
01629 55795. 

 
We’ve all seen the iconic photo of The Boys and the 
little train they rode on their ’47 trip to England.  Some of 
the Sons are going all out to commemorate the event.  
Here’s the write-up they received.  Note the mention of 
their upcoming UK convention.  

The Day Laurel and 
Hardy Got Our Mini 
Railway Moving 
Again 
By Greg Miles, KentNews.co.uk 
 

Hardcore Laurel and Hardy fans are to mark the 

anniversary of the pair’s reopening of the New 
Romney to Dungeness railway with the help of Hi-
de-Hi star Jeffrey Holland early next month. 
   The international appreciation society for the 
Hollywood stars, Sons of the Desert, has arranged 
for its members to visit the Romney, Hythe and 
Dymchurch Railway (RH&DR) on Saturday, May 4, 
to mark the anniversary. 
  New Romney station was packed on March 21, 
1947, when they cut the ribbon to reopen the line 
after the end of the war. Now, more than 150 fans 
from across Europe and as far afield as America 
will be marking that appearance as a feature of this 
year’s UK Laurel and Hardy convention being 

hosted by Southend-based ‘tent’ – the name given 
to Laurel and Hardy fan clubs – Saps-at-Sea. 
Holland, who played Spike in Hi-de-Hi, and his 
actress wife Judy Buxton will appear at the event 
alongside Laurel and Hardy look-alikes, while there 
will also be a parade from the tents. 
Roger Robinson, from the Saps-at-Sea tent, said 
the occasion had been celebrated only twice 
before, in 2008 and 2002. 
  “It’s very clear Laurel and Hardy had an extremely 
enjoyable day,” he said.“Everywhere they went, it 
was like Beatlemania. They thoroughly enjoyed 
themselves, as did the staff and the public. There 
was tomfoolery, with the pair exchanging hats.” 
Lesley Maxim from RH&DR is hoping that the 
event will be a great occasion for locals as well as 
fan groups. 
  “We were prompted to do it by the groups,” she 

said. “It’s 
not 
something 
we had 
ever 
thought 
about doing 
before.” 
  The tents 
will arrive 
on the No. 

10 Doctor Syn locomotive in time for the 1pm start. 
Tickets can be bought at www.rhdr.org.uk/shop, by 
phoning 01797 362353, or on the day at stations. 
Chatham-based tent Helpmates is also set to make 
an appearance.  
  It is holding its own Laurel and Hardy convention, 
on Sunday, May 26. It takes place at the Holiday 
Inn, Maidstone Road, Chatham, from 11am. Two 
films will be on show as well as some rare footage.  
You can visit www.laurelandhardy.org to find out 
more about the Chatham event. 

 
SEE YOU MAY 5 

 

 


